
Who is Jesus?:  Apparent 
John 20:11-18 

 
 
Introduction 
 
 
 
Apparent Distress in the Absence of Christ (vv.11-13) 
 

 Evidence of Absence (v.11) 
o Absence yields distress for those without faith 
o Promised presence provides hope by faith 
o Consider Mary Magdalene  

 
 Evidence of Angels (vv.12-13) 

o Presence of heavenly beings is not enough to give 
hope; only the presence of Christ…at least to those not 
seeing in faith 

o They rebuke her (softly…”why do you weep”) 
o They ask the same question Christ will ask Himself 

 
 
Apparent Hope in the Face of Christ (vv.14-17) 
 

 Christ unrecognized (v.14) 
 
 Christ inquires about the distress (v.15) 
 
 Christ opens the eyes and turns distress to hope 

o Unable to recognize Him 
o He calls her name (v.16) 

 John 10:3-4 
o Hope in the face of Christ (v.17) 

 Pre-ascension body  
• Luke 24:51, “While he blessed them, he 

parted from them and was carried up into 
heaven.” 

 A Statement of Faith 

• “cling to me” is right – “do not touch 
me” is wrong.  Christ uses the 
imperative here because she just won’t 
let go. 

o John 6:36-37 
o John 20:27-29 
o I Peter 1:8-9 

 These rebukes (to Mary and then the apostles) 
show several important aspects of Christ 
relating to His people 

• He is sovereign 
• He is kind 
• Man is responsible (fault falls on men) 

o Hope in the Future Presence of Christ 
 Here, Christ offers great hope, although they 

do not fully understand  
 John 10:3-4 is for the disciples as well, and 

those of us included in that “other fold” and in 
His priestly prayer of John 17 

 John 14:1-3 
 In all of His 11+ appearances, He only 

appeared to His own, never to His critics, 
judges or executioners…Why? 

• Acts 1:6-11 
 
 
Apparent Obedience to Christ (v.18) 

 
 Natural expression of Hope realized is joy-filled obedience 

 
 The testimony is to His Lordship 

o Col.1:18 
 

 The authority of our testimony is rooted in the Words of Christ 
o The revealed Word of God 
o Not continual words of “knowledge” apart from the 

revelation of scripture 
o 2 Peter 1:16-21 

 
 
 



Application  
 

 What’s apparent to you about your hope? 
o Who or what are you seeking this morning?   
o Even if I were to show you evidence that supports 

Christ being alive, faith is still required to see Christ as 
your only hope. 

o This is why bargains with God don’t work.  Faith is the 
evidence of things hoped for and assurance of things 
unseen.   

o If you look upon Christ as your only hope for 
salvation, longing for Him above all else, you are 
seeing with eyes of faith! 

o Do you hear Him call your name?  If so, follow Him 
today! 

 
 Christian, is your obedience to Christ joy-filled or merely 

obligatory? 
 


