
Who is Jesus?:  Crucified 
John 19:23-27 

 
 
Introduction 
 

 Christ is being crucified.   
 Before men, it is absolutely vile, sinful and unjust for Him to 

suffer at all. 
 Yet, as men we are absolutely vile, sinful and justly deserve all 

that Christ went through physically and spiritually. 
 Before God, He is the only satisfying sacrifice for sin for all of 

time – Christ perfectly fulfilled the law so that His sheep 
would be dealt with “un” justly – with great mercy and grace, 
having taken on the penalty for sin (death) in our place, as our 
substitute. 

 While on the cross, Christ spoke seven final words.  In our text 
today, we have the third word spoken…the caring for His 
mother. 

 Today, we will look at John 19:23-27, seeing Christ and His 
work on the cross and humanity and their response at the foot 
of the cross. 

 
 
On the Cross 
 

 This Kind of Death / Scripture Fulfilled 
o John 12:31-33 
o John 18:31-32 
o John 10:11-18 

 The Law Fleshed Out 
o God’s decrees: Honoring His mother 
o Law of Love: God’s kind of love is full of mercy and 

grace, considering the needs of others above our own 
 

 Keeping His Sheep 
o Will not lose one of His own…not in the end and not 

in the in-between  
 John 10:27-30 
 John 18:8-9 

 Special, but sheep none the less 
• The beloved disciple 
• His mother (gune”) 

o Addresses her as He did in 
chp.2 (gune’)  

o In similar fashion with how His 
address in John 2:4  

 
 Doing what only He could do 

o We talked about this last week, but keep this in mind 
as we move to the foot of the cross.  No one, not a 
Roman soldier mocking Christ as He is dying, nor His 
own mother could do the work that Christ did. 

 
 
At the Foot of the Cross 
 
C.S. Lewis, "I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish 
thing that people often say about Him: 'I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great 
moral teacher, but I don't accept His claim to be God.' That is the one thing 
we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things 
Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic - 
on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg - or else he would 
be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, 
the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up 
for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His 
feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing 
nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open 
to us. He did not intend to." (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity,1960, pp.40-41.) 
 

 Scripture Fulfilled 
o Ps.22:16-18 
o The fulfillment of scripture drove the actions and 

choices of the soldiers (similar to Caiaphas 
prophesying that it would be better for Christ to die 
than a whole nation and Pilate’s giving in and 
sentencing Christ to crucifixion, insuring a Roman 
execution instead of a Jewish one.) 

o John 20:30-31  
 Fulfillment of scripture is of great import to 

John for the purpose of His writing – you 



cannot believe in the Christ apart from belief in 
His Holy Word 

 
 Human Response (v.25 – Greek language pits the account of 

the women juxtaposed to that of the soldiers) 
o The Soldiers 

 Saw Christ as a lunatic, criminal, or just didn’t 
care - from the beginning 

 Their allegiance was only for Caesar 
 They cast lots for the spoils 
 Instruments for God’s purposes 

o The Women 
 Small acts of faith are BIG evidences of saving 

faith 
 Presence despite threat 
 Caring for a friend, a son, a miracle worker 
 Mary, the mother of Jesus, as a follower 

submitting to her master 
o The Beloved Disciple 

 Continuing acts of faith in Christ 
 Worship in the home 

 
 
The Application  
 

 Where are you at the foot of the cross?  Are you looking to 
gain from Christ’s death?  Have you made being a Christian a 
means of personal gain? 

 
 Do you feel like one of the thieves?  Are you mad at God, 

blaming Him for your condition or do you admit that you 
actually deserve much worse, confessing that He is the Christ 
and turning from your sinful living? 

 
 Are you there as a redeemed sheep waiting for His return and 

while you’re waiting are you caring for other sheep in need of 
care? 

 
 


