
Who is Jesus?:  King 
John 18:33-40 

 
Introduction 
 

 Today we have the continuation of the Roman Trial with 
Pilate.  We will look at the inquisition by Pilate, his assertion 
and decision related to Christ’s “fate” 

 Within this account we will see some powerful statements by 
Christ as to his identity as King and His purpose in Truth.  
Some interesting questions are posed; incredible answers 
given; and a radically unjust, yet perfectly designed judgment 
given as Christ is delivered over to be crucified…the people 
preferring a thief to a King. 

 It is in these verses where we see Christmas and Easter 
perfectly meet up… 

 
 
The Inquisition (vv.33-38a) 
 

A) Are you the King of the Jews? 
a. This is most likely the accusation the Jews present to 

Pilate for consideration  
b. There is disbelief in Pilate’s question 

i. Consider what Christ as been through 
ii. Consider Rome’s perspective of kings 

c. What motivates the question? 
i. Common method with Christ (answer question 

with a question) 
ii. Personalizes the confrontation 

d. Questioning motives offends 
i. Neither the accusation nor the truth seems to 

matter to Pilate 
ii. John 1:9-13 

e. King of an other-worldly Kingdom 
i. Not “of” this world (source) 

ii. Spiritual nature of battle 
 Tangible differences in the two kingdoms 

iii. Not “from” this world (derived authority) 
 

B) You are a King? 
a. Established kingship 
b. Nature of kingship 

i. Pre-existence 
 John 1:1-3,  

ii. Preeminence (supreme) 
 Col.1:18 

iii. Purpose  
 Bear witness to the Truth 

o John 14:6 
 To those of the Truth:  Everyone – NOT 

universalism / exclusivism for ANY who 
hear…lit. “each and every one” 

o John 10:16 
o 1 John 4:6 
o John 17:5 (the two brought 

together) 
 

C) What is Truth? 
a. It is Absolute 

i. Not moralism 
ii. The Gospel 

b. Unable to understand 
c. No where else to go 

 
 
The Assertion (vv.38b-39) 
 

A) No Guilt 
 

B) The Passover Choice 
a. Blemished lambs will not satisfy God’s righteous 

requirements 
b. A substitute   

 
 
The Decision (v.40) 
 

A) Man’s choice 
a. Unjust choice 

i. Innocence of Christ 



ii. Self-righteousness of man (anyone but Christ) 
b. Unknown custom (obscure enough only to be alluded 

to in extra-biblical material) 
 

B) God’s choice 
a. What else could have happened? (Acts 4:12) 
b. Men chose a robber so that God’s choice of Christ 

would be perfectly fulfilled (presumes synoptic detail) 
c. Jesus would die between two thieves, worthy to be the 

Savior to one and Judge to the other 
i. Isn’t that a King?  A King can pardon as well as 

condemn – Is it any wonder Christ will 
perfectly do both, satisfying God’s righteous 
requirements for the atoning of all sin for all 
time 

ii. John 10:7-11 
 
 
The Application 
 

A) The most basic question:  Is Christ your King?  Do you trust 
His kingly rule in your life, having died in your place? 

a. Revelation 11:15 
b. Revelation 17:14 
 

B) Truth in Trust 
 Psalm 20:6-8 

 
C) Truth in Telling (evangelistic aspect) 

 Psalm 118:5-9 

 


