
The 12 Minor Prophets
“Why the 12?”

Sunday, September 2, 2012

INTRODUCTION

A. Why we Focus on The Bible...
1. It is the Word of GOD

2. It is the Word of God through MEN

3. It is the Word of God through men for all time (inerrant, 
infallible, sufficient)
a) 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
b) Hebrews 4:11-13 
c) 2 Peter 1:19-21 

4. It reveals the Gospel
a) Galatians 3:8-9 
b) 1 Peter 1:23 

B. Why we preach the Old Testament...
1. We are commanded to

2. It was Jesus’ text
a) Luke 24:44-49 
b) Extrapolate to Acts 1

c) Christ is there and the gospel is there

3. It was the Apostle’s text 
a) Holman Bible Dictionary - about 250 references 

to OT passages and over 1000 indirect references 
or partial quotes

b) Not one direct citation from the Apocrypha, which 
Catholics consider canonical, and protestants don’t 
for that, and other, reasons.

c) It is the text of the preachers in Acts (how we know 
what Christ taught in Luke 24)

d) Early church plant development

4. It is, therefore, the text of the church
a) Romans 15:1-6 
b) Hope can only exist where there is a possibility of 

acceptance by God

5. The OT has a way of sharpening our minds with the 
Scriptures overall and, therefore, the Gospel
a) We get lazy with what we think we know
b) We get lazy with the Gospel

(1) God’s nature
(a) Holiness
(b) Justice

(2) God’s work
(a) Judgment
(b) Mercy



C. Why the 12 Minor Prophets...
1. First, why are they called “minor” prophets

a) NOT because...they were shorter men, of lesser 
importance, hadn’t completed prophet internship

b) Because, generally, they are shorter in length 
(Hosea exception)

2. Period
a) Pre and Post-exilic writings 
b) This context of exile gives us themes of the gospel

3. Prophetical
a) See God’s promises of judgment for the 

disobedient (justice)
b) See God’s deliverance of His covenant people 

(mercy)
c) See Christ’s first advent foretold
d) See Christ’s second advent foretold
e) See the gospel 

(1) Creation (God)
(a) Maker
(b) Sustainer
(c) Ruler of nature

(2) Fall (Man)
(a) Sin 
(b) Death

(3) Redemption (Christ)
(a) Christ
(b) Mercy & Grace

(4) Restoration  (Response)
(a) Repentance
(b) Faith

4. Practical
a) What is love? (Hosea)
b) Who will God save in the end? / What’s the 

meaning of “natural” disasters? (Joel)
c) Does God care? (Amos)
d) How will God deal with enemies? (Obadiah)
e) Can you really run from God? (Jonah)
f) What does God really want? (Micah)
g) Who’s really in charge of your life? (Nahum)
h) How can we be happy in such a messed up world, 

while pleasing God at the same time? (Habakkuk)
i) How can you be truly grateful when it just flat out 

hurts? (Zephaniah)
j) What’s worth investing in? (Haggai)
k) Do you get second chances? (Zechariah)
l) Does it matter how we worship? (Malachi)

5. Pastoral
a) With this, I’d like to close
b) Remember... Romans 15:1-6 
c) Endurance & Encouragement
d) THEN... you will endure as a worshipper, enabled 

to say something like Habakkuk, to stringed 
instruments and song... (Hab. 3:17) 


