
Illuminating Emmanuel: The Ministry of Gospel Light 
2 Corinthians 4:1-6 

 
 

Introduction: 
 

 6.8 billion people in the world 
 16,000 people groups 
 6,645 unreached people groups 
 3 out of 4 Americans lost 

 
Visit to Corinth - Paul’s second missionary journey (Acts 
18)  
 
Four letters sent to the church at Corinth – letters two and 
four are 1 and 2 Corinthians. 
 
2 Corinthians focus: 

 Defense of Apostleship 
 Continuing relief of poor in Jerusalem 
 Confronting false prophets 

 
I.) Receive this ministry with merciful hearts and hands 
(v.1) 
 
“We have received this ministry (v.1a)” 
 
A.) The ministry we have received 
 

 2 Corinthians 2:14 – triumphal procession 

 2 Corinthians 2:16 – aroma of Christ 
 2 Corinthians 2:17 – commissioned by God 
 2 Corinthians 3:1ff – open letter of commendation 
 2 Corinthians 3:6 – competent ministers of the 

Gospel. 
 
This ministry is the ministry of Gospel proclamation. 
 
“No one is exempt for the task of bringing into the kingdom 
people from every tribe, language and nation and discipling 
them to become followers of Christ.  For some the task 
involves sending, praying and giving; but the Great 
Commission will not be fulfilled without those willing to go 
to the ends of the earth.”  
 
– Jerry Rankin, former president of the IMB 
 
You are equipped and qualified as a sender and as a 
goer, by the mercy of God. 
 
B.) “We do not lose heart (v. 1b)” 
 

 Losing heart is the sense of cowardly surrender. 
 
How do we lose heart? 

 Failure to let your mind be singularly focused. 
 Failure to persevere towards obedience. 
 Failure to repent of sin. 

 
 



II.) Renounce falsehood and resound truth (v.2) 
 
A.) Renouncing disgraceful and underhanded ways. 
 

 Sins you repented of in coming to Christ. 
 Sins you continue to battle and need to root out. 
 Remaining silent when the Gospel needs to be 

spoken. 
 Twisting the Scriptures. 

 
Are you marked be the truth because you live the truth, 
proclaim the truth and want others to be marked by the 
truth as well? 
 
III.) Realize the lostness around you (v. 3-4) 
 
A.) Realize the lostness around you. 
 

 We were dead in trespasses and sins – Eph. 2 
 Satan wants to blind unbelievers from seeing the 

Gospel. 
 Regard no one according to the flesh – 2 Cor. 5:16 
 Pray for the blinders to come off and proclaim the 

Gospel. 
 
IV.) Radiate and Reveal His Renown to the World (v. 5-
6) 
 
A.) We proclaim not ourselves but Christ. 
 

 1 John 1:5-7 – Apostles’ witness, our witness 
 1 John 2:19 – Love the brother, abide in the light. 

 
B.) The light made manifest 
 

 Genesis 1:3 – God spoke light into being. 
 John 1:14 – The light of the world made incarnate. 
 2 Corinthians 5:17 – New creation called to be light 

 
 Isaiah 42:6-7 – covenant to the people, light to the 

nations. 
 Isaiah 42:16 – leading the blind to the light. 
 Isaiah 49:6 – a light to the nations 

 
 
Application: 
 
Unbeliever –  

 Receive the mercy of God and the ministry of God. 
 
Believer –  

 Where are areas you need to be Gospel light. 
 Proclaim Christ with your life and your lips. 
 Put your neighborhood and the nations in front of 

your family (ie – Family Missional Expressions, 
Operation World). 

 Give to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
 Go on a mission trip. 


