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INTRODUCTION

The Lord Saves those who Seek Him (Chapters 1-2)
A. Judgment Against His People (Chapter 1)

B. The Coming Day of the Lord (Chapter 2)
1. Imminent (vv.1-11)

2. Opportunity to Return...the Mercy of the Lord (vv.
12-27)

3. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved (vv.28-32)
a) Whom?

(1) “Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord” 

(2) Jew and Gentile
(3) Romans 10:12-13
(4) Based on Justification

b) From what?
(1) Enemies (Locusts / Assyrians)
(2) 2 Peter 1:3-4  

c) For what?
(1) Restoration

(2) Worship -- God calls / saves His people unto 
Himself

(3) Gives clarity to repentance
(4) Joel 2:27   

d) What about those who do not call?
(1) Nations (Chapter 3)
(2) Judgment may begin with God’s people, but 

it will not stop until God is vindicated...in His 
time

The Lord Saves those who Seek Him...but not everyone will 
Seek the Lord (Chapter 3)

C. Judgment against the nations (Chapter 3)
1. At the right time (v.1)

a) “In those days and at that time...”
b) Jeremiah 12:1,14-17   

2. In the right place (v.2a,12)
a) Valley of Jehoshaphat 

(1) The Valley of “God’s judgment” 
(2) The Valley of Decision

b) Means “Yahweh has judged”
(1) His character
(2) His people 

3. For the right reasons (vv.2b-8)
a) Vindicate His people

(1) In general
(2) Specifically



(a) Tyre & Sidon
(b) Philistia region
(c) Small by all accounts to indicate that 

none will be spared God’s justice
(d) Significant in that they deal with slavery, 

human trafficking
i) John Newton
ii) Present day 

b) Vindicate His name
(1) In vindicating His own, He vindicates Himself
(2) His name represents His Holy Justice and 

Divine Mercy

4. The Call (vv.9-21)
a) Prepare for judgment (vv.9-17)

(1) Announce it’s coming
(2) Gather any weapon you can muster
(3) No one can stand up to the Lord’s beat 

down
(4) All will go dark...only the Lord will shine 
(5) God alone is the only hope

(a) His dwelling is secure
(b) His kingdom is pure
(c) Hebrews 12:22-24  
(d) Revelation 21:1-3,27  

b) Place Hope in the Lord (vv.17-21)
(1) Knowing the Lord YOUR God gives hope
(2) Knowing the Lord YOUR God is Holy gives 

hope

(3) Knowing the Lord YOUR God will make His 
own Holy gives hope

(4) Knowing the Lord YOUR God will make all 
things new gives hope

(5) Knowing the Lord YOUR God will perfect 
mete out justice in His time, for all time gives 
hope
(a) Hope in the midst of present, temporal 

injustice
(b) Hope in the proclamation of His certain 

deliverance for those who believe
(c) 2 Peter 3:1-13 

D. Response
1. The church

a) The Return of Christ (looking forward)
b) A.W. Pink, "The Christian who has stopped 

repenting has stopped growing."

2. The seeker
a) Call on Him (2:32)
b) The name of the Lord (Yahweh is the Lord) - No 

other God
c) This Lord will have a Day, and the steady 

thumping of natural disasters and wars reminds 
us of its imminence. 

d) The Salvation of God...John 1:11-13  


