
“The Promise:  The Founder of Salvation Pt.1”
Hebrews 2:5-9

INTRODUCTION:

I. Christ is Superior because He is the Founder of 
Salvation (vv.5-8a)

A. Superior as Creator (v.5)

1. God did this...

2. The Emphasis is the "world to come"

B. Created Purpose (vv.6-8a)

1. Psalm 8

2. Here, in vv.6-8 (in quoting Psalm 8), there is 
debate on the interpretation of the subject 
(referring to man or Christ?) -- MacArthur 
holds that it's about man.  Charles Simeon, 
Martin Luther, John Calvin hold to a Messianic 
view.

3. If it's man throughout, then we understand it 
to speak of God's original intent in creation 
and restoration of the created order in the 
"world to come"

4. If it's about Christ, as the restorer of creation 
and representative of mankind, He will freely 
rule and be subjected to in the "world to 
come"

5. This Psalm speaks of the majesty of God 

6. So, whether or not Psalm 8 is fully a 
Messianic Psalm, I am certain that it is 
Christo-centric in every line (as is the book of 
Hebrews)

7. Man was charged with dominion over God's 
creation (Is this interplay between men and 
Christ or just about men or just about Christ?)

a) Genesis 1:26

b) In the world to come, believers will be 
co-heirs with Christ.  This is a humbling, 
joy-filled prospect.

c) So, there is a dignity with man and his 
purposes, but Psalm 8 still seems too 
lofty to rest interpretively on "man."

d) I believe this all points to the consistency 
of the author to show the superiority of 
Christ from the historical / Scriptural 
standpoint

II. He is the Founder of Salvation because everything has 
been subjected to Him (vv.8b-9)

A. Sin broke that joyful charge

B. When sin entered the world, everything fell, 
pointing to our need for the founder of Salvation, 
namely Jesus.

1. Romans 8:18-25

2. Revelation 21:1-5

C. Exposition / Application

1. There is no debate that once we arrive at v.9, 
all agree that Christ is fully in view

2. So, regardless of the interpretation, we know 
Christ to be fully human, the perfect 
representation of man, and the image, imprint 
of God (fully God), that all things culminate 
with His supremacy because He will restore 
all things and they will be ultimately subject 
to Him

D. The World

1. Nothing Not controlled
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2. We are partially blinded

E. Mankind

F. Everything

G. Salvation 

1. Condescension & humility

a) Philippians 2:5-11

b) In time

c) At the right time

2. Exaltation through suffering

a) Hebrews 12:1-2

b) This is the root for encouragement for the 
believer

3. For grace by grace

a) Death

b) Extent

III. Because He is the Founder of Salvation, He is to be 
Supreme in our Hearts

A. This is the greater context

1. Reject the supremacy of Christ (the gospel)

2. Resist the sufficiency of Christ (the gospel 
applied)

B. As a continued warning 

1. We cannot neglect so great a salvation 
because the founder of that salvation is so 
great

2. When you neglect the gospel you are 
neglecting Christ, the king of the Universe and 
the only hope of salvation for the world
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