“Give Thanks”

1 Chronicles 16

Background

· 1 Chronicles

· Ezra majority view

· Chps.1-9 Geneology

· Chp.10-29 Record of David’s Reign, with 10 marking the transition from Saul to David

· 1 Chronicles 16

· Psalm 96, 105

· A lack of gratitude is one of the indicators that we are man-centered in our spirituality rather than God (and Christ) Centered.

Thanksgiving’s Foundation is God’s Presence (vv.1-7)

A) Ark of the Covenant

a. What is the Ark? – Container of the 10 Commandments (13:6) – Indication of His power and rule and presence (distance) – Carried with poles through rings

b. What is the Covenant? – The 10 Commandments

B) Tent / Tabernacle

a. The Tent / Tabernacle represented God’s holy presence among His people.

b. 1 Chron. 17:11-15

i. 1 Chron.17:1-4 (not for David)

ii. God’s Plan

c. Isa. 7:13-14

d. Heb.1:5

e. John 1:14

f. John 7:1-13

g. God’s presence in the regular course of wilderness experience does not diminish the fact that He is holy and separate from us.  Jesus Christ in being God and “tabernacling” among us is the perfect provision to reconcile us to God

h. Tabernacle gives way to the Temple in 1 Chronicles 22, which is a shadow of Christ in John 2:19

i. Hebrews 10:19-25

C) Thanksgiving – An Appointed Day

a. Having established Levites

b. Worship pattern

c. God-Centered 

i. Presence

ii. Promises

d. Intent

Thanksgiving’s Focus is God NOT Man (vv.8-36)

A) His Character

a. His Name (v.8)

b. His Glory (vv.10,28,29,35)

c. His Holiness (vv.10,29,35)

d. His Sovereignty (vv.12,13,14,16,18-22,26,30)

e. His Goodness (vv.15-18)

f. His Love (v.34)

B) His Deeds

a. Works in Present (vv.8,9,14,24)

b. Works in History (vv.12,18-22)

c. His Judgments (vv.12,14)

d. His Promises / Covenants (vv.15-22)

e. His Salvation (vv.23,35)

C) Our Response

a. Give Thanks (vv.8,34,35)

b. Call (vv.8,35)

c. Make Known His Works (v.8,24)

d. Sing Praise (vv.9,23)

e. Rejoice (vv.10,27,31,33)

f. Seek (vv.10,11)

g. Remember (vv.12,15)

h. Trust (vv.14-22)

i. Ascribe to the Lord (vv.28,29)

j. Supplication (vv.35-36)

i. Salvation

ii. Holiness

iii. Continued Thanks

iv. Redemption

v. Praise

Thanksgiving’s Fruit is Extended Praise (vv.37-42)

A) Event-oriented Thanksgiving is insufficient

B) God-centered DAILY (You ALWAYS have cause for giving thanks)

C) Intentional & Purposeful

D) Rest in a Sovereign God (daily denotes varied circumstances)

E) Ongoing Song 

a. Reading this chapter and the details reminds me of musical choices – Can you imagine such a centrality on such a God and finding fault with the sound of a cymbal or trumpet?  

b. Can you imagine focusing on a missing element and missing the FOCUS of it all?  Yet it happens all the time…young and old.

Thanksgiving’s Fulfillment is in the Home (v.43)

A) All to their Own Home

B) Leaders must do the same (2 Tim.3:5)

C) So, go now to your homes this week and center your thanksgiving on our sovereign, holy and loving God.  Seek to be saved and delivered from sin and all that hinders you giving Glory to God!  Go, and may God bless your homes with His salvation that will culminate with thanks and praise!

